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Doctor’s Office Opening October 12th 

We are so pleased to announce that Dr. Chris Agner of the Rowan Diagnostic Clinic in Salisbury took on this passion 

to open the Cooleemee Office.  After many negotiations with doctors and hospitals, it has all paid off.  I feel  

confident that having John Levis as part of the staff, we will be in good hands.  Also coming will be another PA and 

doctor from the RDC.  The office will be open 5 days a week.  Dr. Agner told me he would not consider the project 

unless it was 5 days a week.   
 

RDC has signed a lease with Novant for the office space, formerly occupied by Dr. Zastrow.  We are grateful to Dari 

Calwell, CEO of Rowan Regional Medical Center  and Dr. Chris Agner of RDC for getting together to make this  

happen.  Our own Economic Development Director, Terry Brally, helped me with the economics of “wheeling and 

dealing”. 
 

Well, that only took two years.   Let’s see what we can do next.   
 

John Chandler ~ Town Clerk 

 Back in 1992, the Textile Heritage Festival was conceived as a one-time event. It 

became a mammoth reunion of friend and neighbors, many of whom had not seen 

each other in years. Thousands attended.  The mill company’s Brunswick Stew rec-

ipe was the same because when it called for the vegetables to be “pulverized”, it 

was followed.  

 

This will be the Textile Heritage Festival’s 20th year, with only two real rain-outs. 

We have celebrated veterans, churches, ball players, school students and their 

teachers---and lots more.  On Saturday, September 24th at 10 am the gates to the 

Zachary House grounds will once more open for a memorable day. You need to be 

there with your family to “make some memories.”  Until 4 pm, there will be great 

music, great food, fun for the little ones, crafters, and exhibits that will keep your 

attention.  At 10 am, developer Mac Jordan will share his long labors to refurbish 

the old spinning mill and dye house in Saxapahaw, NC.  Ask him questions and hear 

what he has to say about the “Cooleemee Mill Project.” 

Cooleemee’s Festival Celebrates 20th Year 

FALL 2011 

 Bring a good appetite. The 2nd annual “Carolina Cornbread 

Contest” will feature some of the best cornbread around and 

there will be plenty of “Needmore Pintos” to go with it. The 

old Cook Shack will feature “Old Café” Pork Chop sandwiches, 

kettle chips, hot dogs, Brunswick Stew, cold drinks & more.  At 

12 noon the Greenville Textile Heritage Band will be here from 

South Carolina to perform tunes that go back to the early part 

of the last century---with band uniforms and antique instru-

ments to enthrall. 

 

The musical line-up will also bring you Broke ‘n Lonesome, Selena Barker, Risen Son, 

the Stan Bobbitt Band and Little Brook.  A unique exhibit of “Days Gone By” Textiles 

will show off just what people made and wore in the old days---from quilts to aprons 

to doll clothes, each of them having their own true story.   

 

Last but not least, there will not only be a “Kids Area” with face painting and games--

-but a Pet Show & Contest at 3 pm in the yard of the police department. Bring your 

pet (and a water bowl) at 2:45 pm. 

Cooleemee Town Hall:  

7766 US Hwy 801 S. (Physical) 

PO Box 1080 (Mailing) 

Cooleemee, NC 27014 

(336) 284-2141 

office@cooleemee.org 

 



ordinances.   The town put 

rules in place many years ago 

to stop people from making 

each other unhappy.   

 

Cutting your grass in a timely 

matter, keeping your gutters 

clean, to cleaning up after 

your dog are very important 

in a small close knit town.  If 

you lived out in the county it 

would not matter so much if 

you did not get on an issue in 

your yard or your home.  So if 

you happen to get a letter 

from my office about your 

grass or another issue, don’t 

get mad at anyone or go try 

to figure out what neighbor 

called a complaint in.  Just try 

to have a little more faith 

that your town is trying to do 

the right thing for everyone.  

or rent, you live alongside 

each other.  So we will do 

best when you think of each 

other, respect each other and 

keep  your possessions neat 

and clean. 

 

One thing that some people 

need to realize is that almost 

everyone lives within 50 feet 

of their neighbors.  Some are 

even closer.  So what you 

think is not a big deal on your 

property may be affecting 

your neighbor.  When you 

live in close quarters like our 

town, you are bound to make 

someone unhappy.  My job is 

to eliminate many of the 

things that would make 

neighbors unhappy with each 

other.  I do this through    

enforcement of town        

If we all had a little more 

thought for each other than 

for our own perceived rights, 

imagine how much better a 

place Cooleemee would be to 

live.   

 

If you would like to know 

what the town ordinances 

are and to know what your 

part is, just call my office and 

I will gladly drop off a copy to 

you.  Let’s be proud of our 

town by respecting the rights 

to live in a clean safe town.  If 

you think of your neighbor 

first then everybody  will be 

thought of all the time. 

 

George Madeja 

(336) 284-2141 
georgemadeja@cooleemee.org 

Mayor’s Corner 

Who is Your Neighbor? 

How many times have you 

driven past that old cotton mill 

and said to yourself, “Why can’t 

something go in there?”    

Probably too many to count. 

Well. Now is not too soon to put 

on your thinking cap and begin 

dreaming about just “what 

could” go in that old mill. 
 

Over the last year, the Town 

Board has become a lead      

partner in the “Cooleemee   

Cotton Mill Project” along with 

the Cooleemee Historical      

Association, the Davie County 

Economic Development       

Commission (EDC) and Rep. Julia 

Howard. 
 

Our neighbor, the Stokes County 

Yarn Company, which is a     

yarn-broker, has been ready to 

sell for many years---but few 

want that much mill these days. 
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“Here’s a 

potential 

economic   

engine for 

Cooleemee’s 

future. Please, 

learn more 

about this 

project, get your 

dreams down 

on paper…” 

Hello Cooleemee, my name is 

George Madeja, I am the new 

Code Enforcement Officer.  I 

would like to thank you for 

giving me the opportunity of 

serving your town.  To you 

folks who have not met me, I 

would like to tell you that my 

job is to see that everybody is 

keeping up with their part in 

making Cooleemee a town 

people have nice things to 

say about and want to come 

and live. 

 

In this small community it is 

easier to notice when     

something does not look 

good.  Nothing brings down a 

town more than a few people 

who do not do their part in 

keeping their properties neat 

and clean.  Whether you own 

Email us at: office@cooleemee.org   

They are enthusiastic about the 

prospects for this project. 
 

The sad truth is, most mill towns 

did nothing and their mills   

crumbled or were taken apart, 

brick by brick, to be sold as    

salvage. Those who saved their 

mills have had the right plan and 

the right developer. 
 

We’ve proudly taken the first 

three steps: 1) The EDC has 

taken an  option on the mill so 

that we can apply for grants for 

the “Design Phase”; and 2) CHA 

wrote the first grant for the pro-

ject; and 3) Thanks to Davie 

County EDC and five generous 

donors, the Town was able to 

sign the first contract with devel-

oper Mac Jordan whose Saxcapa-

haw Rivermill is an outstanding 

success." 

 

Here’s a potential economic   

engine for Cooleemee’s future. 

Please, learn more about this 

project, get your dreams down 

on paper, thank Commissioner 

Snead and all the others for their 

foresight, look out for future 

workshops and keep this effort 

in your prayers. Some of us may 

not live to see it, but we have 

begun. 

 

Mayor LynnMayor LynnMayor LynnMayor Lynn    



My name is John Chandler, and I am the Town Clerk and Finance Officer.  I have lived in Cooleemee for 

almost 59 years.  My children are the fifth generation to live here.  Even thought I have some very fond 

memories of “the way we were” and love the history of this once mill village, I am hoping the future will 

become even better.  We have friends that live here now that have come from all over the United States 

and further. 

 

Whether you have lived here all your life or you just arrived, I know you want to live in a Town that is 

peaceable, caring, pretty and secure.  Be an encourager to those who are trying to improve living condi-

tions.  We have the negative people in town and you know who they are.  They are always looking for 

something to destroy.  Ignore them and move on.  No one lives on an island, you always have a 

neighbor.  I agree with the Code Enforcement Officer who says we should try thinking of our neighbors 

before ourselves.  The newly established “Lead Neighbors” are already becoming a success.  One of 

these captains on Davie St. came to my office demanding that an unsightly situation on his street be 

handled quickly, as his neighbors have been calling him constantly. 

 

I thought I would list some of the Town’s rules, or ordinances,  that help us stay in line with respecting 

others and making the town look more inviting. 

 

1.  You must get a Yard Sale Permit from the Town Hall before you have a yard sale. 

      This is at no cost; it helps us keep record of how many you have had.  You are 

      limited to only 3 yard sales a year. 

2.  We have specific regulations on putting up signs advertising events.  You may check 

      at Town Hall for these.  Signs are not permitted in the right of ways at any time. 

3.   It seems that most everyone is aware by now that in order to burn on your property, 

     you must get a Burning Permit. No cost,  and they are available at Town Hall. 

4.  Permits are required when you are doing any kind of construction changes.  Also a 

     permit is required for putting in a storage building of any size. 

5.  There is a leash law in effect.  Make sure your dog is on a leash when walking. 

 

I walk home for lunch past the school and hear the children laughing and playing as the United States 

Flag is making snapping sounds against the wind.  Mr. Jones is mowing his lawn while his wife is putting 

lunch on the table. Ah…you can pick up that smell of crowder peas and cornbread coming out of the 

window.  The First Baptist Church bells ring from the steeple with soothing old hymns as a couple are 

playing tennis with the rhythm of the music. 

 

Or do you come out of your house and find you can’t stay out on your front porch because of the dog 

manure smell and the constant barking.  And you are afraid of the neighbor who is on his cell phone in 

the road waiting for a drug buyer to come by. Are you ashamed to have guests at your home because of 

your neighbor’s messy yards?  Be responsible, step up, make some noise. 

My Kind of Town 
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 Visit us Online at: www.cooleemee.org 

Town Officials 
 

Mayor 

Lynn Rumley 

lynnrumley@cooleemee.org 
 
 

Commissioners 

Community Affairs 

Chuck Taylor 

chucktaylor@cooleemee.org 
 

Public Safety 

Chris Branham 

chrisbranham@cooleemee.org 
 

Public Works 

Tommy Daywalt 

tommydaywalt@cooleemee.org 
 

Zoning & Planning 

Jean Snead 

jeansnead@cooleemee.org 

 

 

Town Staff 

Town Clerk 

John Chandler 

johnchandler@cooleemee.org 

 

Police Chief 

Bobby West 

 

Recreation Directors 

Sandra Ferrell 

sandraferrell@cooleemee.org 

Jessica Lagle 

jessicalagle@cooleemee.org 

 

Code Enforcement Officer 

George Madeja 

georgemadeja@cooleemee.org 

For the month of August 2011, the Cooleemee Police Dept. is proud to report, that crimes are remaining down.  From January thru Au-

gust of this year, reported crime is down another 26% from this same time period last year.  The Dept. has an average reduction of 

crime down by 34% for the last 3 years.  This is something that I am very proud of, not only for the Police Dept. but for the behavior of 

our citizens as well.  This truly shows how great this little town has become, we are the quietest community in the county. 

 

Be looking for a different police car in the near future.  We are replacing the silver patrol car, which is a 1998 model with 160K miles.  

As always, the Cooleemee Police Dept. is here for your needs.  Don’t hesitate to call if needed.    Be Safe! 

 

Chief, Bobby West 

From the Police Department 



Get Your News Early 

The Town of Cooleemee has a new website! 

www.cooleemee.org   

In order to keep up with the times we are  

looking to help you get your news early and 

save a little money at the same time.   

 

We are going digital.  For the winter newsletter, 

you can get yours at least one day early.  All you 

have to do is send an email to: 

johnchandler@cooleemee.org with the  

following information: 

 

1. Your name 

2. Your preferred email address 

3. Your Cooleemee PO Box number  

4. Your physical street address 

 

By signing up for an e-newsletter (a PDF copy of 

the print version) you will not be mailed a paper 

copy and that will save the town at least $0.50 

per newsletter that could be used for other 

town resources.  Thank you in advance for  

giving back to your town. 

We’re on the web at 

 www.cooleemee.org 

Community Calendar 
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Saturday, October 1st - Cooleemee Recreation Department Golf Tournament 

at Lake Louise Golf Course.  Designed to benefit the programs of the Coolee-

mee Recreation Department, this event will provide not only fun, but raise 

much needed funds. Funds will be used for events that will benefit recreational 

opportunities for citizens of all ages in Cooleemee through the end of this year 

and the beginning of 2012.  Call the Rec. Dept. for more details, (336) 284-

6040. 

Saturday, October 15th (11am—2pm, $8) - RiverPark’s 9th Annual Catfish Fry. 

Come out for the best Fish Fry in the area and support Cooleemee’s most 

prominent natural attraction.  Event to be held at the shelter at the RiverPark 

at the Bullhole. 

Monday, October 17th, - Regularly Scheduled Town Board Meeting (Town Hall, 

6pm) Please come share your thoughts and hear about plans to benefit your 

town. 

Monday, October 31st Halloween, - Town Celebrates Halloween 

Tuesday, November 8th, - Election Day (Town of Cooleemee elections to be 

held at the Cooleemee Volunteer Fire Department, 6:30am-7:30pm). 

Monday, November 21st, - Regularly Scheduled Town Board Meeting (Town 

Hall, 6pm) Please come share your thoughts and hear about plans to benefit 

your town. 

Saturday, December 3rd (Evening) - Old Time Christmas Celebration begins at 

the Zachary House and will follow much of the way citizens of old celebrated 

this wonderful time of year.  

Boxholder 

Cooleemee, NC 27014 


