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It comes as no surprise that 

many people in Cooleemee see 

a great need for recreation, not 

only for children but also for 

adults. As you round the streets 

of our fair town it’s easy to see 

that recreation was once a 

highlight and a mainstay for 

anyone who resided in our cozy 

little village.   Today our citizens 

are not so blessed to have such 

a luxury as recreation.  

In the days of poor economies 

and overstretched dollars it’s 

hard to imagine that any town 

would begin speaking of luxu-

ries. However, towns that do 

not look toward the future will 

remain in the past. It’s for this 

singular reason that the town 

board has decided to open a 

part-time recreation director 

position. After the October 

town board meeting, notices 

will go out in local newspapers, 

local college campuses, and in 

the community advertising this 

position.  

The Commissioner of Commu-

nity Affairs, Chuck Taylor, said 

about the position, “we are 

looking for someone who is 

talented, skilled, and energetic 

about bringing recreation to all 

of our citizens.  It’s a proven 

fact that towns that have rec-

reational opportunities have a 

greater appeal for businesses 

and residents looking to relo-

cate. As well, we have a respon-

sibility to care for the needs of 

our existing citizens. We have 

many of the resources and sup-

plies necessary to establish a 

great recreation program. What 

we lack is an inspired recreation 

director.  The establishment of 

this position is sure to enhance 

Cooleemee’s appeal as a family-

friendly community.”  

The town plans to have some-

one hired about the middle of 

January so that he/she can start 

their work planning recreational 

opportunities beginning Febru-

ary 1, 2011. The community will 

begin seeing recreational ven-

ues occurring between March 

and October of next year. Tay-

lor also said, “we wish we could 

hire someone full time and 

year-round and we eventually 

hope to do so however, we 

must start somewhere, and that 

place for us is a part-time posi-

tion.”    

When someone is hired for the 

recreation director position the 

town board will begin seeking 

grants to help fund this position 

year round so that this can 

eventually become a full-time 

position.   Anyone interested in 

learning more about the job 

description or submitting a 

résumé or application for the 

position should speak with the 

town clerk, John Chandler, after 

the October town board meet-

ing, on Monday the 18
th 

 at 6pm 

at the town hall. 

The success of our town is built 

on the energy and excitement 

of people willing to dedicate 

themselves to making Coolee-

mee a better place to live.  

These are people who see the 

larger picture of what Coolee-

mee can be, not just the limita-

tions of what we currently face.  

In this issue of the Cooleemee 

Times we want to thank and 

highlight the efforts of one such 

volunteer.  If you read the 

Cooleemee Column in the Davie 

County Enterprise, then she is 

not new to you, nor would you 

disagree with the value she 

brings.  Even though she moved 

away she spends as much time 

here as most of our residents.  

We are pleased to thank K.C. 

Smith for her valuable efforts in 

highlighting the premiere value 

Cooleemee brings to this 

county, and the wonderful peo-

ple from Cooleemee she ex-

plores each week.  Thanks K.C.! 

Volunteer Spotlight—K.C. Smith 
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age prospective homebuyers from looking at 

Cooleemee houses, you can be instrumental 

where you work, appealing to young people 

just getting married or people who desire a 

small town lifestyle. 

You can band together with your neighbors 

on your block to reknit community and iden-

tify problems. If someone on your block is 

selling something in the middle of the street 

at 11 o’clock at night, you might want to let 

Chief Bobby West know about it.  If there are 

rats coming from a neighboring lot, Town 

Clerk John Chandler and Commissioner Chris 

Branham want to know. 

If a storm comes and power goes off, will you 

volunteer to check in on the elderly and dis-

abled?  You can bet that the Cooleemee Fire 

Department will be overjoyed to see 

neighbors organized as partners to face these 

types of emergencies.  

Only by combining into a “we” can a future be 

built in the 21st Century.   

As much as people outside may put Coolee-

mee down, we may actually become a model 

for how folks can survive the hard times that 

lay ahead for this country. The “new normal” 

economy won’t support nearly as many 

McMansions.  The “new normal” lifestyle that 

survives may have to borrow a lot from the 

traditions our ancestors perfected. 

Pulling together, we can mend tears in our 

social fabric and inspire a new generation of 

volunteers who make Cooleemee their 

“cause.”  Along with friends in “Metropolitan 

Cooleemee,” this area may just become a 

place where new “homesteaders” stand in 

line to move in.      

Lynn Rumley 

ers, how law enforcement figures into hous-

ing uplift, as well as what residents can do.  

I want to thank members of the Planning 

Board and its Housing Task Force whose 

members have worked all summer and fall on 

ideas for change. They are Jessica Almond, 

Trish Chandler, Lisa Salinger, Peggy Foster, 

Jean Snead and Jim Rumley.    

After our November Town Board meeting we 

will have identified most of what’s needed in 

our “tool box” to begin fixing our housing 

problems.  We will be retooled by spring to 

implement these strategies. 

Many people refer to the Town government 

as “they”—as in, “they need to do this” or 

“they” need to do that.  Let me say that 

“they” are going to do everything in our 

power to make sure the Town government 

does its part. 

Yet, I hope you will begin to talk about 

Cooleemee as “we.”   

You may not think you have much power as 

an individual homeowner or resident—but 

you do. 

Think about this: once we get our “Welcome 

to Cooleemee” brochures and short videos 

done over the winter, you can begin recruit-

ing your own neighbors. Despite numerous 

stories about real estate agents who discour-

Cooleemee is a small place—comprising a 

little more than 400 acres.  For those who 

own a parcel of it, our home is our main life 

investment.   

Cooleemee is more though, than a piece of 

real estate. It remains a community—this is 

more than can be said of most places in to-

day’s USA. This is where we are raising our 

children, where we have friends, and where 

many of us will grow old together and pass 

on. 

This means that housing & homes, families & 

community constitute the main opportunities 

and main challenges we face in Cooleemee 

today. 

Many older people here put their last Social 

Security dollar into having their yard mowed. 

They carry on a tradition of Cooleemee pride. 

At any age, residents are upset when a nearby 

house is not only an eyesore but in such a 

deteriorated condition that devalues their 

principal investment or ruins their way of life. 

Town government faces no more important 

problem than the deteriorating housing 

situation.  

If you are as concerned as we are about the 

housing situation, please attend the Novem-

ber 15th Board meeting at 6 p.m. at the Town 

Hall.  

The Comprehensive Housing Survey will be 

presented.  The Town is currently engaged in 

a property-by-property evaluation of housing 

conditions (including how many are vacant or 

for sale, how many are owner-occupied, and 

the number of rental units).  

This report will be accompanied by recom-

mendations about how to fix our broken code 

enforcement, how to attract new homebuy-
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Police Patrols 
Many people often wonder where the police patrol during the 

week.  It is important that our police officers have high visibility and 

are able to have a presence to care for the needs in our community.  

With limited resources in our town, the more our officers can do, 

the safer we are.  Chief West and his very valuable crew do an excel-

lent job of recording their patrols.  To the right is a chart which indi-

cates the areas the officers patrolled from March 2008 through 

March 2010.  The list begins with the ABC Store which is immedi-

ately to the right of the center vertical line at the top of the pie 

chart, and then continues clockwise.  We would like to thank Bobby 

West, Matt Scott, Brent Cranford, and John Agee for all their hard 

This is where we are raising our 

children, where we have friends, 

and where many of us will grow 

old together... 



U.S. Department of Health and Human S Fam-

ily Poverty Index.  What happens if you qual-

ify?  Well, an assessor, comes to your house, 

and looks for any area where you are loosing 

efficiency.  Their goal, according to Terry 

Parker, is to save you dollar for dollar on your 

energy bill.  So, if they spend $5,000 fixing 

your home, then they want you to save 

$5,000 on you energy costs in the first year.  

According to their website, here are some 

things they will replace or repair in your 

Many people are unaware of where much of 

the tax money they pay every year goes.  

Often times many of our tax dollars go back 

to agencies designed to help underprivileged 

people in our local communities.  YVEDDI, 

Yadkin Valley Economic Development District, 

is one such agency.  They offer a weatheriza-

tion program that looks to be a fantastic tool 

to help people.  According to the YVEDDI 

website, you may be eligible for this resource 

as long as your income is within 200% of the 

home, absolutely free to you: weather strip-

ping, attic insulation, floor insulation, wall 

insulation, water heater insulation, pipe insu-

lation, compact fluorescent bulbs, and much 

much more.  Last year, they had to return 

hundreds of thousands of dollars to the gov-

ernment because so few people applied for 

the program.  If you think you can benefit 

from this program, call the YVEDDI office in 

Booneville for more information, at (336) 

367-3535. 

I would like to welcome everyone to 

Cooleemee Volunteer Fire Department’s 

first insert to the town’s newsletter. Hope-

fully this will be a way to inform town citi-

zens of the events and projects that we are 

undertaking on a regular basis. 

As most folks know we recently held a Port-

A-Pit barbeque for our annual fundraiser. 

We would like to thank the citizens of the 

town and surrounding areas 

for making this a success as 

always. A special thanks to 

Judy Webb; I don’t know what 

we would do without you 

sometimes! 

Everyone keep in mind Octo-

ber is Fire Prevention month. 

Our paid staff ,as well as some 

of our volunteers have been 

extremely busy  teaching  Fire 

Prevention at the elementary school and 

the daycares in town and surrounding ar-

eas. If anyone is interested in Fire Preven-

tion materials or a class for your organiza-

tion, contact the station to set this up. We 

can also assist in Fire Extinguisher training 

and placement and assist you in making a 

fire escape plan for your residence or busi-

ness. Anyone needing a smoke detector 

installed or checked you may also call the 

station to have this set up for your resi-

dence. It is recommended at a minimum 

that homes have smoke detectors in each 

bedroom. The department will provide one 

to two detectors for individuals that cannot 

afford them.   

With the cold weather impending on us, 

everyone needs to make certain their heat-

ing systems are working properly. This 

could be checking chimneys for proper 

ventilation and cleanliness or gas and fuel 

systems for leaks and proper ventilation. 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) leaks from improp-

erly working heating systems and can cause 

severe health problems. Carbon Monoxide 

is a colorless, odorless gas. Here are a few 

of the symptoms from CO poisoning: head-

ache, nausea and vomiting, dizziness and 

chest pain. If you experience any of these 

symptoms, leave your residence immedi-

ately and call 911. It is recommended that 

all residences have a CO detector. The Fire 

Department does not provide these but will 

be more than happy to install them for you.  

In the next few months folks may experi-

ence muddy water from our yearly hydrant 

testing. Unfortunately this is a necessary 

evil that must be done to keep your insur-

ance cost low. If you experience muddy 

water, run water through a 

faucet until it clears up. If this 

does not work contact the 

Davie County Water system as 

this may not be due to testing 

procedures.  

I would like to thank everyone 

for your time and support of 

our department. Feel free to 

stop buy just to chat, check out 

our equipment, have your 

blood pressure taken or even join our de-

partment. We are always looking for good 

people to volunteer. If you feel the need to 

help your community and are interested, 

talk to any member to learn the require-

ments.  

 

Sincerely, 

Brian R Williams, Chief 

News from the Cooleemee Fire Department 

Get Some of Your Tax Money Back! 
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Saturday, Oct 16th 

11am-2pm 
Fish, Fries, Hush Puppies, Slaw, Drink 

& Dessert - $7, kids plate $3 

Bring your family for the best 

catfish you ever ate  

+ 

Blue Grass Music &  

great fellowship. 

Win the 50/50 Raffle! 

Proceeds benefit RiverPark at 

Cooleemee Falls—The Bullhole 

We’re on the web at 

 www.townofcooleemeenc.gov 
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Community 

Highlight 

Pictures from Recent Events 

Watt Street Problem Fixed 

If you live on Watt Street or travel down it to Hwy 801 on a regular basis then you are aware 

of how the drainage problem carries debris across the road.  This can make for dangerous 

conditions, as well as in the winter the water will freeze, making it hazardous to cross and 

stop.  Recently the town fixed this problem with the use of our Powell Bill funds, which must 

be used exclusively for road, sidewalk, and streetlight issues.  Special thanks goes to Tommy 

Daywalt, Commissioner of Public Works, for taking care of this problem. 

When Do I Trick or Treat? 

Since Halloween falls on a Sunday this year, many may be wondering when to take their 

children out treating.  As part of the Cooleemee tradition, children will be out and about on 

Saturday, October 30th, trick-or-treating in Cooleemee.  If you are new to the community, 

we are glad you are here.  Be sure to leave your front porch light on if you will be offering 

treats to the youngsters.  Chief Bobby West expects this year to be a safe and event-free 

holiday, and Dr. Billings and his kind staff will be happy to offer brushing tips on Monday. 

Smith Family “Pounded” 

by Neighbors on Yadkin St. 

Cooleemee’s 1st Tourism Billboard CES Fall Festival Hayride 

Who can forget the 1st Annual Duck Race? 

July 4th Parade Crowd Gathers to Watch 

Wayne Beck on his tractor   

during the Civitans October 

Charity Tractor Ride. 


