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Where Does Your Money Go? 
Developing a budget can be difficult.  Like most Ameri-

cans we have limited income streams.  We then must 

decide areas best suited to spend this income that will 

benefit the needs of the citizens.  The possibilities are 

endless, as are the suggestions of where to dedicate 

these funds. 

To the left is a chart that will help you see where we get 

the money to spend each year.  As well, the expense 

chart details where this money is expected to go.  Here 

are the highlights of how your money will help make 

Cooleemee a better place to live this year and on into 

the future.  We have replaced Benchmark with a local 

code enforcement Officer (see enclosed article), we 

have continued the salaries of the recreation depart-

ment directors, we are partnering with the county to 

develop a real plan to convert the mill into a prospec-

tive property for investors to grow, to continue the 

police department, and continue with the other basic 

needs of the town.   For more information on the 

budget please contact town hall or one 

of your elected officials.  You may con-

tact representatives at your website, 

www.cooleemee.org. 

Monday, June 27 (6pm-) - Budget Hearing (Followed by June Town Hall Meeting) the town board will receive com-

ments from citizens before the final approval of the town budget to be presented to the state.  

Monday, July 4 (10am) - Annual Lawnmower Parade all participants should gather at Cooleemee Elementary.  Visit 

the Zachary House after the parade for fun events, food, and other activities. 

Monday, July 4 (3pm) - Pearson’s Graveyard anyone interested in a visit to this historic site, gather at the Zachary 

House 

Saturday, July 23 - The Great Bullhole Duck Race - contact the Rec Dept at the Town Hall for more information 

Community Calendar 

Cooleemee Town Hall: 7766 US Hwy 801 S., PO Box 1080, Cooleemee, NC 27014, (336) 284-2141, office@cooleemee.org 

Income Sources 

Expenses 



ing a company that does not 

have the best interest of your 

community at heart.  We 

were paying a well qualified 

officer to show up only two 

days a month, and while he 

was doing the best he could 

do, his best did not fit our 

needs.   

 

Instead of assuming nothing 

else could be done, we took a 

risk and looked for local tal-

ent to do this very important 

job.  So what does Mr. 

Madera bring to the table 

that Benchmark could not?  

Well, first off he is the code 

enforcement officer for the 

City of High Point.  That alone 

should make a substantial 

difference, but when you add 

As it goes with many 

large organizations, the 

little stuff gets over-

looked.  And its the little 

stuff that makes a town 

look bad.  One yard gets 

overgrown, then two, 

then a few more.  Some-

one overlooks a car 

parked in the grass, and a 

home begins to fall into 

disrepair and no one does 

anything.  Suddenly property 

values drop and without di-

rected intervention, the prob-

lem goes from bad to worse.   

 

This is the reason why we 

have hired Mr. Madera.  We 

realized that your money was 

not being spent in the best 

manner.  We were overpay-

the numerous awards and 

certifications he has received, 

we are grateful he even ap-

plied.  Mr. Madera will be 

serving us part-time outside 

of his work with High Point.  

He lives in Davie County, will 

be in Cooleemee every day, 

and needs no training at all.   

 

More importantly, he under-

stands that the town board is 

focused on making Coolee-

mee a better place to live.  He 

will be fair and unbiased.  We 

want our town to be the best 

it can be, and that begins 

with taking steps to correct 

bad behavior and promote 

good behavior early on.  

Please welcome him to our 

fair town. 

Mayor’s Corner 

Code Enforcement 

Fourth of July in Cooleemee 

is a pleasure. Former 

Mayor Grady Spry, Jr.’s idea 

for this unique event has 

caught on, bringing smiles 

to young and old alike 

 

On that day, 250 ago, a 

courageous group of men pledged 

their lives, honor and fortunes to 

transform English colonies into free 

states. They, along with tens of 

thousands of other patriots, were 

declared traitors by the King and 

could be killed without warrant. 

 

Amidst all the fun of July 4, it is easy 

to forget all this. Many since that 

day have given their lives for our 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-

ness.  That you can freely petition 

your government for the redress of 

grievances, speak your mind, pub-

lish a newspaper that disagrees with 

prevailing views or prevailing gov-

ernments---this was their doing.  
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To sway others to 

become our neighbors 

will take the work of 

every Cooleemee 

stakeholder. We’ve got 

nearly fifty empty 

houses, most of which 

could provide a decent 

home to families 

looking to live where 

these values still 

Meet a new friend to the 

betterment of the future of 

Cooleemee.  His name is 

George Madera and we are 

lucky to have him.  For the 

better part of a year now, the 

town board has been looking 

at the effectiveness of Bench-

mark’s services regarding 

code enforcement.   

 

Email us at: office@cooleemee.org   

It wasn’t until people in many of 

these states exercised those free-

doms that a constitution was 

adopted with a Bill of Rights in it---

our state refused to ratify until they 

saw it was passed. 

 

The protection of our right to own a 

private business or home comes 

from this Revolution. In the old 

country, the majority of ordinary 

people didn’t have the right to vote. 

Under European land systems, land 

was controlled by royalty and the 

elite. 

 

This July 4
th

, Cooleemee will be kick-

ing off a campaign to ensure our 

future. “Make Cooleemee YOUR 

Hometown” is the slogan. To sway 

others to become our neighbors will 

take the work of every Cooleemee 

stakeholder. We’ve got nearly fifty 

empty houses, most of which could 

provide a decent home to family 

looking to live where these values 

still matter.   

The Real Estate Tea was an amazing 

class act.  Next, realtors will be 

asked to open their “for sale” homes 

after the Parade on July 4
th

 and sup-

port the printing of our new bro-

chure. We are eager for their coop-

eration and we will keep you in-

formed about who is helping our 

town and who isn’t.   
 

The Cooleemee Futures Task Force is 

now recruiting members for its Sales 

Team. It is also recruiting a “lead 

neighbor” or two on every block to 

begin reknitting our community and 

getting YOU involved.  Don’t be a 

fair-weather patriot. Do your part. 
 

The patriot Liberty Militia was 

known as “The Boys from the Forks 

of the Yadkin.” Their Captain, Rich-

mond Pearson, is buried a little less 

than a mile from our town.  If you 

want to lay some flowers on that 

grave July 4
th

, meet me at the Zach-

ary House at 3 pm. Let’s not forget. 

 

Mayor LynnMayor LynnMayor LynnMayor Lynn    



Cooleemee’s new Town Recreation 

Dept. is doing more than just get-

ting children to get out and play. “I 

think it’s also helping pull the com-

munity together,” says Sandra 

Ferrell. 

You may have passed by the Ten-

nis Courts in the last month and 

saw a stalwart few down on the 

pavement as they patched its 

many cracks. Then, you might have 

seen the “Rec Gals” joined by Wal-

ter Ferrell, Bobby and Jeri West, 

Helen Daywalt, John Chandler, 

Lynn Rumley and Corbin West 

rolling on the green and red paint 

between the carefully drawn white 

lines. It will be finished soon. Lights 

may even be on their way for night 

games, thanks to Tommy Daywalt. 

Since they began work on March 1, 

much has happened. The “Family 

Fun Day” drew over 150 residents-

--young and old. One older partici-

pant said, “Memories are being 

made today---just like I have from 

the old Rec Center.”  Surveys filled 

out by citizens have now been ana-

lyzed and the most frequent priority 

listed was “doing something with the 

pool.” 

A successful spring raffle and a bake 

sale netted the Town over $1,200 

toward recreation needs. Several 

generous citizens have “matched” 

this amount.  Taken together, this is 

why taxpayers have not paid a dime 

for this refurbishing. The Town 

thanks everyone who has pitched in. 

We need more generosity and more 

volunteers! 

Saturday April 14 a was misty morn-

ing at the Bullhole when eight chil-

dren and their parents showed up for 

the first “Fishing Clinic.” Each kid  

caught a fish and enjoyed hot dogs.  

Twelve children participated in the 

Town’s first “T-Ball Camp”, ages 3-7 

years old. Sandra says that “there’s 

much talent down here if they just 

keep going.”  One seven year old said 

he had never played baseball before 

but he displayed natural talent. 

That’s why reaching the goal of giv-

ing every child the opportunity to 

participate in sports is important. 

The 12th Annual “Old-Timer’s 

Games” were the biggest yet, accord-

ing to Bime Parker who initiated 

them. Women played first and at 

least one homer was hit. When the 

men played next fun was had, espe-

cially when Russ Spry rolled across 

the outfield. The concession stand 

was open, making a little more 

money for Town Recreation. 

Runners and walkers lined up early 

for the April 21st Parker/Fleming 5K 

Dash & Walk. This new event was a 

blast in itself but also help raise 

money and awareness about the 

Grimes Parker Invictus Basketball 

Camp and programs. A full report on 

the camp will be in our next issue. 

Don’t miss Cooleemee’s traditional 

July 4th (Monday) Lawnmower Pa-

rade & Watermelon Feast. Line up 

your lawn chairs to watch along Mar-

ginal and other streets along the 

route. And, by all means, decorate 

and enter your lawnmower, tractor, 

bicycle or dog in the parade. The 

parade will line up at 10 am at 

Cooleemee School. Thanks to the Rec 

Gals and friends there will also be 

Volley Ball, the Slip & Slide, horse 

shoes and games like Corn Hole. 

Recently, Tronia Gibson made wonderful gifts that are 

an excellent welcome to our town hall.  In the picture 

to the right she can be seen watering the trees.  These 

Crepe Myrtles are a natural accent to this area.  We 

are so thankful that she has decided to give of herself 

to highlight our town.  This small gesture helps visitors 

to our community see our town as a fair place to visit 

and live.  We take pride in Cooleemee and these trees 

are a small representation of that ideal.  Thank you 

Tronia for caring about your community and investing 

in our future. 

Recreation Department Updates 

A Gift of Beauty 
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Town Officials 
 

Mayor 

Lynn Rumley 
 
 

Commissioners 

Community Affairs 

Chuck Taylor 
 

Public Safety 

Chris Branham 
 

Public Works 

Tommy Daywalt 
 

Zoning & Planning 

Jean Snead 
 
 

Town Staff 

Town Clerk 

John Chandler 
 

Town Advisor 

Kyle Nowak 
 

Police Chief 

Bobby West 
 

Recreation Directors 

Sandra Ferrell 

Jessica Lagle 
 

Code Enforcement Officer 

George Madera 

Recreation Opportunities 

Keep a lookout for more 

supervised kids play on 

summer afternoons. 

There’s a new ping pong 

table in the basement of 

Good Shepherd, a coming 

opening of the soccer 

field at Duke & Cross 

Streets and the Rec Gals 

will be on the Zachary 

House grounds checking 

out equipment.  



Get Your News Early 

By now you have seen that Cooleemee has a new 

website, www.cooleemee.org.  Now, in order to keep 

up with the times we are looking to help you get your 

news early and save a little money at the same time.   
 

We are going digital.  For the fall newsletter, you can 

get yours at least one day early.  All you have to do is 

send an email to: 

johnchandler@cooleemee.org with the following 

information: 
 

1. Your name 

2. Your preferred email address 

3. Your Cooleemee PO Box number  

4. Your physical street address 
 

By signing up for an e-newsletter (a PDF copy of the 

print version) you will not be mailed a paper copy 

and that will save the town at least $0.50 per news-

letter that could be used for other town resources.  

Thank you in advance for giving back to your town. 

We’re on the web at 

 www.cooleemee.org 

BURNING PERMITS 

The Town of Cooleemee adopted a Burning Permit policy several years ago. A com-

plete list of regulations is available at the Town Hall. You may obtain a Burning Permit 

at the Cooleemee Town Hall.  Make sure you get a Cooleemee Permit and not a Davie 

County Burning Permit. Davie County/State Burning Permits are not particular to 

Cooleemee. Although we may follow the regulations of the County/State we have our 

own particulars. 
 

The fine for burning without a permit is $ 50.00,  

but there is NO cost for getting a permit. 
 

Listed below are some of the regulations. This is not a complete list: 

1. Burning is prohibited on Sunday. 

2. Burning is prohibited in the right of way and in any ditches. 

3. Burning shall be allowed only during daylight hours. No fires shall be started prior to 

8:00 AM. All fires must be extinguished , with no smoldering, at least one half hour 

before official sunset as defined by the official Sunset Times. 

4. Burning of household trash, building materials, tires or other rubber products, 

coated wire, or lumber is prohibited. 

 

SIGN ORDINANCE 

Remember, no signs are permitted in the right of ways in the Town of Cooleemee. If 

you are having a yard sale on your property, you can put a sign up there, but you are 

not allowed to place a sign anywhere else in town announcing the sale or giving direc-

tion to the sale. Realtor companies are not allowed to place signs anywhere in town 

other than the property that is for sale or rent. 

 

NUMBER YOUR HOUSE 

The law requires you to have your house number posted within a three-foot perimeter 

of the front entrance of the structure, in a location visible and readable from the road. 

In the event your number cannot be visible from the road, the number shall be located 

at the primary driveway access point. Remember this is for your safety. The Fire De-

partment and all other emergency personnel are able to locate you more quickly in 

case of an emergency when your house is numbered. 

 

Ordinance News You Should Know 
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Erwin St. Block Party 

This is a picture from 

the first block party 

to welcome in new 

neighbors.  For more 

information or to 

host your street’s 

block party, contact 

the Cooleemee Town 

Hall today! 


