
Regular Meeting 
Town of Cooleemee 

August 17, 2020    6:00 pm 
Minutes 

 
In attendance were Mayor Jessica Almond, Commissioners: Andy Reavis, Jeannie  Taylor, and 
Michael White Town Clerk Steven Corriher,  Commissioner Don Cover was Absent 
 
Mayor Jessica Almond called the meeting to order. 
 
Invocation:  Commissioner White 
 
Pledge to the US Flag led by The Mayor 
 
Visitors were welcomed. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Reavis to adopt the Agenda and Consent Agenda which included 
the Financial Report and Minutes from June 22, 2020 regular meeting and Public Hearing for the 
proposed 20/21 Budget. As there were no meeting in July. 
Seconded by Commissioner White, motion carried (3-0) 
 
No one spoke during Public Comment 
 
The Town Clerk had been in touch with the Davie Library about updates to keep attendance 
numbers down the Clerk gave those updates to the board. You still cannot just walk into the 
library at this time, however there are ways to check out books if you call and make an 
appointment. There is no fines at this time for late returns but again call the library for proper 
instruction on how to make those returns. 
 
The Clerk as well had been in touch with Rev. Crotts about happenings surrounding the old 
Cooleemee United Methodist Church on Main St. It has been Rebranded as The Bridge @197 
Main, There will be a Farmers Market beginning Sept 10 and run each Thursday from 3:00pm-
7:00pm for at least a year for now. At the conclusion of each market for the next  year there will 
be a free meal offered to take home to those who choose to go by and pick it up. 
Also free Counseling will be offered, with a posting be offered by the town in the Town Bulletin. 
 
Code Enforcement update had 12 violations for the month of July with 11 being abated, the Code 
Officer made board aware he had written up 42 properties in April and May 40 of those being 
completely abated 2 may end up needing town action to abate. As he is trying to get prepared for 
a busy months in Town Hall for July and August as he prepared for the annual audit. So the 
reason for "only" 12 was these were cases that were very noticeable and needed attention.  
 
The Town Clerk had reached out to some local Attorneys as Jeff Morris the past Attorney 
resigned at the end of June as he had taken a Magistrate position with Rowan County therefore 
could not act as our Attorney while hold that position. After talking to Wendy Terry in 
Mocksville she sent an offer in to be retained at $5000.00 for 1 year which includes coming to 



meetings and receiving calls and giving advice on behave of the Town for zoning, contract, and 
other issues that Attorneys should take part in.  
It was determined the Clerk, Mayor Almond, and Mayor Pro-Tem Cover set up a meeting with 
Ms. Terry to further evaluate her and her experience, that meeting will take place August 24, 
2020 at 6:00pm. 
 
The ABC Board had approached the Town Clerk about a new contract agreement seeing as 
nothing was wrote officially any longer, Currently the Town rents the Town Hall section of the 
building for $300/month. The new Contract was suggesting sign a 3 year agreement at 
$600/month. The Clerk spoke up stating it was a goal of his as well as multiple folks in Town as 
well as many of the board he has spoken with to be in a building the Town owns verses renting.  
Motion made by Commissioner Reavis to deny a lease agreement with the ABC Board. 
Seconded by Commissioner White, motion carried (3-0) 
 
Discussions had already taken place about the movement of Town Hall during negotiations of 
the lease. CHA is willing to share the Zachary House to allow storage and council meetings with 
the main office being in the White (old recreation building) attached to the Zachary House for 
the clerk/finance office. 
Motion made by Commissioner Reavis to come up with an agreement and move Town Hall at 
the end of the current lease Sept 30, 2020 with hopes of being relocated officially October 1, 
2020. The Clerk spoke up stating the ABC will allow a month to month to accommodate our 
move if we decided on that just in case the move took longer than planned. 
Seconded by Commissioner White, motion carried (3-0)   
 
Old Business, Mayor Almond want to remind those in attendance and the board to help remind 
folks the Town does have a Golf Cart Ordinance that requires permits, insurance, and proper 
inspection and no one was exempt from this Ordinance. But with only 6 registered Carts in Town 
there are entirely to many other riding the streets perhaps without insurance and certainly without 
proper permit and tickets would have to given to those as Law Enforcement has been made 
aware. 
 
Mayor Almond ask that the board look over some personal action forms as we had one officer go 
from Full-Time to Part-Time, another go from Part-Time to Full-Time and the Chief who started 
in November of 2018 was told he could be reevaluated after 6 months, and that never took place 
was asking for a cost of living raise for the first time. 
Motion made by Commissioner Reavis to give the Chief is COL raise from $25,000 to 
$30,000/year. The Clerk Spoke up and stated the Chief had already placed this item into the 
20/21 budget and there would be no need for amendments or further action for this money. 
Seconded by Commissioner White, motion carried (3-0) 
 
Commissioner Reavis made the sad announcement of past Mayor Lynn Rumley's husband Jim 
Rumley passing away Sunday August 16, 2020. A card will be sent from the Town, the Clerk 
will get that in the works this week.    
 



Main St. Paving went very well and was done very quickly to avoid disrupting any of the 
businesses currently in at the old Mill, Pricing for  possible tar and gravel at the lower end of 
Westview Ave. should be coming soon. 
 
It was reported tents, tarps, and other materials had been found in the wooded area next to the 
Neely St. basketball courts, making it believed someone maybe trying to live there. The Code 
Officer said he would go check that out immediately after the meeting and get together with Law 
Enforcement if further action was required, mentioning this is physically school property and 
would need to be dealt with ASAP.      
 
   
 
 
1 hour 55 minutes Meeting Time 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________                    ________________________________  
       Mayor, Jessica Almond                                                     Clerk, Steven Corriher   
   


