
Regular Meeting 
April 13, 2026 
 

Minutes 
 

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
Commissioner Reavis gave the invocation. 
Mayor Smith led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mayor Smith recognized the attendees along with Commissioner Benita Finney.  
There were no additions or deletions to the agenda. 
 
Mayor Smith read the conflict-of-interest statement.   
 
Commissioner Corriher made the motion to approve the budget report and bank 
reconciliations of 3/31/2026 and minutes of 03/09/2026 and special called meeting of 
03/17/2026.  Commissioner Reavis seconded and motion carried. 
 
Public Comments:   Linda Bourne commented that the Postmaster General must make 
decisions as to where mailboxes would go. 
 
Fran Parker wants the board to consider locking the park at 7:00 PM. She feels that it has 
gotten out of control. 
 
Dave Fowler reported that nothing had been done on property behind his house on Davie 
Street.  There are mosquitos, skunks, and other animals coming from there.  
 
Lela Ijames reported that she is upset with the board that since applying for a zoning permit 
on her building there has been no communication with her.  She feels she went through the 
proper procedures. 
 
Josh Ijames is appalled at how he was treated by bringing in the building.  He asked if 
anyone on the Riverpark had any code enforcement authority, 
 
Commissioner Corriher made a motion to go into a special meeting to discuss the post 
office ordinance.  Commissioner Reavis seconded and motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
                    Public hearing notice, updates to towns zoning mailbox ordinances:  

 
Mayor Smith finally got to talk to someone at the United States Post Office.  After analyzing 
the cost and time of delivery of mail it was determined it is not effective to deliver to the 
home.  The postmaster will try to get mail and packages delivered.  If the postmaster can’t 
get them delivered, she will take the mail to Mr. Hall, who is over the post office, and he will 
try to get them delivered.  It is important that they know everyone who gets the mail at their 
post office box.  The ordinance did not stop getting our mail from the post office.  This was a 
regulation through the post office. 
 
Commissioner Reavis made the motion to remove Chapter 96: Mailbox Ordinance from the 
charter.  Commissioner Tippett seconded and motion passed. 
 
Commissioner Corriher made the motion to close the public hearing on post office and 
return to the regular meeting.  Commissioner Tippett seconded and carried motion. 
 
Ron Bivens reported on the Riverpark.  Summer passes for Riverpark are available at Town 
Hall for $50/per season. 
 
Sgt. Crotts reported for March 441 hrs/month for 31 days (about 1 month).  There were 115 
CAD calls which is 3 calls/day.   
 
Officer Butero gave an update on traffic speed signs.  On Center Street for the month there 
were 34,313 vehicles that went by in both directions.  Fifty-three percent were speeding 
going over 25 MPH. On Marginal Street there were 121,700 vehicles and 52% were 
speeding.  No one was going over 45 MPH. 
 
Mayor Smith reported that the Community center groundbreaking went well.  The PTRC 
meeting will be held next Wednesday. Senior games for horseshoes will be held Tuesday 
through Thursday.  Jamie O’Neal installed new backboards for the horseshoe pits. Senator 
Julie Howard has gratefully funded Cooleemee with new flagpole for community center and 
new U.S. flags. Flagpole located at the ABC store needs a new flag and light added as well.  
Mayor Smith is still looking into ordering double sided Cooleemee flags.  
 
Davie Construction completed the grading for the community center. There was a slight 
holdback on rebar fabrication. They raised the left back wall of the building to 10 feet.  They 
shrunk columns in front of the building from 14” to 12”.  Town is to spend one million 
dollars by June 30, 2026. 
 
Basketball court goals are arriving tomorrow, Tuesday April 14th and will be installed by 
Friday April 17th.  
 
The Finance officer’s path forward meeting was postponed and is rescheduled to April 29.  



208 Center Street has been billed for the involuntary haul.  The camper located on property 
will be removed as well.  Zero Main Street vehicles without tags will be removed.  163 Duke 
Street and 238 Cross Street nuisance ordinance are open currently. 125 Yadkin Street has 
been notified of any allowance for backyard chickens/fowl within city limits. 187 Cross 
Street violations are being prepared. Structure was erected without a proper permit.   

Commissioner Tippett suggested that we add the proper procedures to obtain permits 
regarding zoning and compliance in the newsletter. She also suggested that the website be 
updated to link applications. Mayor Smith agrees with the suggestion. Commissioner 
Tippett will prepare a draft and bring it to next month’s meeting.  

Budget workshop will plan to meet Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 

Commissioner Tippett made motion to go into closed session to discuss Town Attorney 
Contract for July 1, 2026- June 30, 2027. Commissioner Corriher seconded and carried 
motion.   

Commissioner Reavis made motion to come out of closed session.  Commissioner 
Corriher seconded and carried motion. 

Commissioner Corriher made a motion to accept contract for Brandy Koontz, as town 
attorney, for $9,000 a year from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. Commissioner Reavis 
seconded and motion carried.  

Commissioner Corriher thanked Mayor Smith for his time spent on post office ordinance 
and following up with the residents. He thanked the board and the town for coming out.  

Mayor Smith communicated with the postmaster about returned mail. Mayor Jeff wants to 
be informed of how much mail is returned after multiple attempts have been made to 
deliver. 

Commissioner Reavis thanked Attorney Wendy Terry for working with the town. Her 
excellent legal service has served well for the community.   

Commissioner Reavis made motion to adjourn.   Commissioner Tippett seconded and 
motion passed. 

Meeting time: 1 hour 6 minutes 

_______________________________   _______________________________  
Shirley Jacobs, Town clerk         Jeff Smith, Mayor  
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