Regular Meeting Absent: Commissioner Corriher
July 13, 2026 Commissioner Tippett

Minutes

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Commissioner Reavis gave the invocation.
Mayor Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Smith recognized those in attendance along with Benita Finney, Davie County
Enterprise, our new attorney Brandy Koontz.

Mayor Smith swore in Brandy Koontz as the town’s new attorney.

Commissioner Reavis added the Fire Department under Updates D for addition to the
agenda. Adoption made by Reavis, Ferrell seconded, motion carried.

There was no conflict of interest from the board.

Commissioner Reavis made the motion to approve the 6/30/2026 budget report and bank
reconciliations; also, the regular meeting minutes of 6/8/2026 and June 22, 2026, Budget

Hearing and Budget Adoption for 26/27 budget. Commissioner Ferrell seconded; motion

carried.

Public Comments:
Robin Mason, Jeff Plott, Mary Jameson, Brad Duffner and Ken Ludwig spoke on town
adopting an ordinance for a moratorium against letting a data center come into our town.

Dave Fowler expressed concerns about the town owned property that has not been
maintained for 11 years. He stated that the mosquitoes, skunks, opossums, fleas, ticks,
rats, and snakes have completely taken over the grounds of that property.

Ron Bivins gave an update on the Riverpark. InJune there were 5,326 visitors. On July 4"
there were 1,362. In the past Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday there
were 2516 visitors. A full survey was carried out, and plans are to build a second restroom
on the River Park side. This came from a private donation. The fish fry is to be held on
October 17. Tickets will be presold.

Sergent Crotts gave a report for June. There were 476 hours, which is 16/hours/day. There
were 105 CAD calls which equals 3 %2 calls/day. There have been issues with electric
scooters. Road closures will be on Marginal and Main Street.



Fire Chief Hacket thanked everyone that was involved in the Independence Day parade.
Hacket also informed the town that more grant opportunities are in the works for the
Cooleemee Fire department.

Mayor Smith thanked the town for the wonderful outcome of the 250" year Independence
Day parade and celebration. He stated that it was the longest parade recorded here in the
Town of Cooleemee.

Mayor Smith mentioned the use of Powell Bill funds to help with the cleanup process of the
abandoned property. Commissioner Reavis is getting quotes on the expenses and has
tabled them for the next meeting. Mayor Smith is working with Code enforcement on how
to go about different legal avenues on reoccurring properties that continue to be a
nuisance to the community.

Julia Howard, North Carolina State Representative, spoke with Mayor Smith about extra
funds that are available to help outfit the upcoming Community Building. A grant for up to
$105,000 would provide the community center with new tables and chairs for the multi-
purpose room and fitness equipment for the exercise room.

Smith expressed that a data center moratorium is a good idea for the Town of Cooleemee.
A public hearing will take place with a two-week notice posted in the weekly newspaper
and town bulletin. Town attorney Brandy Koontz spoke about properly identifying zoning,
reading over codes and changing the ordinances with proper language. This ensures that
when moratorium is proposed, it will all be set in place by legal status. Mayor Smith
thanked all the speakers that came out and spoke about their concerns pertaining to data
centers.

Commissioner Ferrell made a motion to approve the auditor’s contract for $9,500 pending
On the attorney’s approval. Commissioner Reavis seconded and motion carried.

Mayor Smith will meet with John Fuller with Davie Construction on Wednesday, July15th to
discuss some changes to the community center layout. Plans to add a fire escape on the
side of the building to meet code. Door placement on front and side of the building is still in
discussion depending on room divider plan.

A website contract of $5,000 was approved. Payments will be divided into thirds. Town
attorney Brandy Koontz will sign off on contract.

Commissioner Ferrell thanked all those who came out to speak on data center and
thanked the town for working together for the 4™ of July celebrations.

Commissioner Reavis stated that trees were trimmed back from roadways for more
visibility. Two roads are up for repaving. Main street is the first to be paved. They plan to



work on water lines and a few sink holes beforehand. He also thanked everyone for coming
out to show their support.

The meeting went into closed session at 6:57 P.M.
The meeting was called back to regular meeting after the closed session.

Commissioner Reavis made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Ferrell
seconded and the motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

Shirley Jacobs, Town Clerk Jeff Smith, Mayor
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